
 

 

 
 

ICE BREAKER: What was your favorite class in School?  Why did 

you like it so much? 

 

 This week we talked about the opening of the seven seals 

on the scroll in heaven.  We talked mainly about focusing on figuring 

out what the bigger picture is, especially when there is some 

confusion.  This week in life group what I would like to do is dive 

head first into one of the most controversial parts of the book of 

Revelation. 

 

Before we get into this a few ground rules: 

1. The goal of today is not to settle once and for all the issue 

discussed, instead we are going to learn some tools that can be 

applied here and elsewhere. 

2. If you and someone in the group disagree THAT IS OK you 

must agree to disagree without being disagreeable. 

3. Don't be discouraged if we get to the end of the study and there 

is still confusion (that's kinda the point). 

 

 So without further adieu we are going to get right into one 

of the most hotly contested questions in all of Revelation:  Who (or 

what) is the rider on the white horse in the first seal? 

 

READ: Revelation 6:1-2 

 

 The basic place to start is by asking, what are the main 

arguments (and these are just the biggest two, there are more)? The 

two major camps are: 1) The Gospel, and 2) The Anti-Christ.  As you 

can see these are about as different as can be.  What we will do is 

present each argument as well as we can, then see what the detractors 

would say, then finally see if we can't come to our own opinions. 

 

 Before we get into the details of these two positions we 

need to have two basic bible study principles down with which to 

evaluate both positions.  The first is that the Bible is its own best 

commentary.  This means that the best place to look for answers is in 

scripture. Sure you can look at what people say about a certain 

passage, but you need to use scripture to make scripture clear.  Which 

leads to the second principle: Interpret unclear passages in light of 

clear ones.  If you have two verses that seem to be about similar 

things, allow (for the most part) that to inform how you understand 

the unclear one.   

 

 So we will look at the first position: The rider on the first 

horse is the Gospel.  Or to some people more to the point it is the 

victory of the Church that is gained through the gospel.  There are 

many reasons to think this way.  First is that almost every time in 

scripture we see white (like the horse and also the garments of the 

rider) it is something heavenly (Jesus’ Hair was white, White stones 

given to those who conquer in Pergamum, white garments and 

walking in white with Jesus for the few in Sardis, Jesus rides a white 

horse in Revelation 19, and the white throne judgment found in 

Revelation 20).  Therefore the best interpretation of the white rider is 

that it is something good and heavenly.  Since he conquers with a 

bow we assume that the conquering is not violent (as compared to if 

it were a sword), that fits well with how the Gospel conquers.  Also if 

we look at the whole scope of scripture it fits to say that Revelation 

begins and ends with assurance of victory. 

 

 The position of the rider being the Anti-Christ goes like 

this:  When we look at all the other horsemen they are very bad 

things (War, Pestilence/Famine, and Death) it makes the most sense 

to interpret the first rider also as something bad.  If we look at the 

first rider in the context of something bad it makes sense to see him 

as the Anti-Christ.  He is one that conquerors and then must be 

brought down later in the tribulation.  This view meshes well with 

parts of scripture like the two beasts in Revelation 13 when the first 

beast is given authority to conquer (verse 7) much like the rider is 

given a crown and comes to conquer. 

 

 So then we are faced with the following dilemma: Do we 

interpret based on the surrounding evidence that white = good or do 

we interpret based on horseman = bad?  Each of the positions has its 

strengths and weaknesses. 

 

What I see as the biggest strengths of those that believe that it is the 

Gospel are: 

 Having white is a good thing, seems important for everything 

else in Revelation so to break that here may throw other things 

into question. 

 If we look at the seals as the “pre-view” to more of God's wrath 

it makes sense to say that he will send out the Gospel first. 

 

But it is not without weaknesses: 

 If we say the horsemen are The Gospel, War, Famine, and Death 

then we are stuck with saying “one of these things is not like the 

other.”   

 To interpret this seal like this could lead to a view that many 

who hold this view would not want to hold, namely the preterits 

view (that the majority if not all of Revelation has already 

happened).  Because the gospel has been going out since even 

before Revelation was even written. 

 

And on the reverse side: 

 You can see important differences between the Rider being the 

“false” Christ vs. the Real Christ in Revelation 19 if you assume 

that the first rider is the Anti-Christ. 

 It seems more consistent to say that the seals are all God's 

judgment upon the earth. 

 

Weaknesses: 

 Jesus is the only one worthy of a crown, so why is the Anti-

Christ given one in heaven? 

 To say that anyone but Jesus is the conqueror can be very 

dangerous and we should be loath to do so. 

 

And to each of these strengths and weaknesses there are more 

arguments that can be made or said in response.  This is a tough 

subject; even I probably changed sides on this argument 12 times just 

in the writing of this Refresco.  So remember that with all things we 

must have grace. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Spend some time talking about these points in your life group, 

take a side, defend it, but be willing to see the points of the other 

side. 

2. How can we as Christians acknowledge that these disagreements 

exist without losing our position on things like the inspiration of 

scripture or that God is in control? 

3. What is a “bigger picture” truth that can be gained from either 

one of these positions? 

HOMEWORK: I encourage you to continue to tackle this subject 

this week, engage it, research it, and see if you can find more or 

better arguments for either position. 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE: Hebrew 13:8  

“The Seven Seals” 
How To Live With The End In Mind – Pt 11 

August 16 - August 22, 2015 
Refresco by Associate Pastor David Poland 

 
“Refresco” – Sermon Discussion Guide 

Sermon Discussion Guide 



 
  BEFORE LIFE GROUP: 

 

   Bring your Sermon Notes, your Study Guide and completed Discussion Questions with you to your Life Group.  

   Come to Life Group prayed up and ready to share how the Lord has personally spoken to you through this study. 

 

 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

 

“Life Groups” are an exciting place to have fun and grow spiritually as you meet weekly in small home groups 

where you will experience “authentic church life” by fulfilling the 5 purposes of the Church: (Acts 2:42-47) 

 

COMMUNITY/FELLOWSHIP • DISCIPLESHIP • MINISTRY • WORSHIP • EVANGELISM 

 

“If you are not currently involved in a Life Group I can think of no better way for you to grow in 

your walk with God.  In Genesis 2:18 we read that “it is NOT GOOD for man to be alone.” And 

Life Groups are where we, as a church, live this out.  Also if you are currently involved in life 

group – It is not a secret to be kept.  Invite those around you into life changing fellowship as we 

learn to love God and delve deeper into his Word!    

1. Pastor David 

 

Additional Notes, Praise Reports and Prayer Request: 
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“FAMILY MATTERS and UPDATES”:   

 

Financial Report: 

July 2015 – June 2016:   $286,000 

Year-to-date required:  $  33,000 

Yearly up-to-date giving:   $  41,853 

 

Weekly budget requirement:  $ 5,500 

General Offering  08/09/15 :  $ 6,442 

               +$    942 
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